Sir Samuel Wilson's Report
Soon after the departure from East Africa of Sir Samuel Wilson, 7he East
African Standard published a lengthy article which purported to give the main
points on which agreement had been reached by the European community in
Kenya. On the 24th July 1929 Mr. Lunn, the Colonial Under-Secretary,
stated that it would be possible t> publish early in September Sir Samuel
Wilson's report on the agreement reached by him in Nairobi with
regard to constitutional changes in East Africa. When the announcement of Sir
Samuel Wilson's visit to East Africa was made, Indians were inclined to look upon
his visit with grave fears, particularly because Mr. Amery had stated that Sir
Samuel's mission would be to discuss recommendations on the Closer Union of
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika and such possible modifications of the
recommendations of the Closer Union Report as may appear desirable or
necessary with the East African Governments and also with any body or individual
representing interests or communities affected and that it would be his task to
ascertain on what, lines a scheme of Closer Union will be "administratively
workable and otherwise acceptable."
Sir Samuel Wilson's report, issued on the 4th. October, however justified
all the fears entertained regarding its recommendations. The report
is prefaced with a note from Lord Passfield, the new Secretary of State
for the Colonies, which runs : 'This report is issued at the earliest possible
date for the information of Parliament. The late Secretary of State for the
Colonies explained to Parliament, in March last, that it would be Sir Samuel
Wilson's task to ascertain on what lines the scheme for a closer union in East
Africa would be administratively workable and otherwise acceptable and to report
the outcome of his consultations. At the same time, Mr. Amery made it clear
that Sir Samuel Wilson could not commit His Majesty's Government or the
Parliament in any way, and that any proposals for action arising out of his report
would be submitted to Parliament before any final decision was taken. On the loth
of July the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, reaffirmed in
the House of Commons on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the undertaking
given by Mr, Amery. The publication of Sir Samuel Wilson's report is not
therefore to be taken as in any way committing His Majesty's Government to the
acceptance of the proposals or to agreement with the views expressed therein.
The matter is engaging the consideration of His Majesty's Government, who will,
in due course, submit their conclusions to Parliament before any final decision is
reached."
OPPOSITION IN TANGANYIKA
Referring to the question of a closer political union, Sir Samuel Wilson
said :—
* All communities with the exception of some in Tanganyaka appeared to be
frightened by any idea of closer political union. The Indian community in
Tanganyaka argued that Tanganyaka, being a mandated territory, equality of status
was guaranteed to all sections of the community, and that a federation or a closer
union was bound to affect the autonomy of Tanganyika and in particular tHI
status of Indians resident there. For this and other reasons they were opposed
to any proposals for a closer union of any kind.
"The hope was freely expressed in Kenya that my visit might lead to some
immediate settlement, which would obviate any further discussions for some time
to come, and leave the Local Government free to devote its undivided attention
to the enactment of legislation urgently required for the Colony. I met no one
in East Africa who was in favour of any powers being delegated by His Majest'y
Government to a High Commissioner ( even if such a procedure were cons-
titutionally possible ) and no one who took any exception to the , view expressed
by me that whatever the circumstances, the Secretary of State for the Colonies
must, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, retain full control and full respon-
sibility for the direction of policy in East Africa".

